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Vanity’s lllogical Lament was my Boston Conservatory senior
thesis. It tells the story of a person’s search for love and
fulfillment and, ultimately, the American dream. Vanity is
the protagonist. She goes on many adventures across the

United States and Europe in her quest. She travels from
Boston to Paris to Los Angeles to Nashville.

In terms of instrumentation, there are three unusual
instrumental choices: drum set, electric guitar, and
coloratura soprano. The coloratura soprano represents the
inner Freudian id of Vanity, her unrefined desires. The drum
set and electric guitar represent the contemporary setting of
Vanity’s story. Her story is set in a modern world so the
orchestra must have a modern voice.

The whole compositon is based on a loose fugal structure.
The subject is presented in the first section that lasts until
rehearsal G. The subject is not a melody. It is a complete
orchestral texture. The electric guitar’s distnctive voice re-
contextualizes the subject at rehearsal G where we hear it
against a countersubject. The episode begins at Rehearsal N
and presents an orchestral texture that is reminiscent of a
bagpipe. This new motive is combined with the subject and
countersubject in an eight voice stretto which begins at
Rehearsal P and acts as the finale of the piece.




Instrumentation:

2 Flutes (2" doubling piccolo)

2 Oboes (2" doubling cor anglais)

2 Clarinets in B flat (2nd doubling Bass Clarinet in B flat)
2 Bassoons (2nCI doubling contrabassoon)
4 Horns in F

2 Trumpetsin C

2 Tenor Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani (D and G#)

Drum Set (Key Below)

Marimba

Vibraphone

Harp

Electric Guitar

Soprano

Piano

and

Strings

Drum Set Key

| X
T T - 1 it |
T I ! 1 T i |

T T T I i |
r 2 T T T i |

kick tom snare tom crash brush
drum 1 drum 2 cymbal suspended
roll or cymbal
rimshot (up
snare to
drum rehearsal
G)
or
triangle
(after
rehearsal
G)



Vanity's Illogical Lament

Felicity Mazur-Park
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Tempo Rubato/ Cor Anglais and Harp

follow the same tempo as each other but

a different tempo from the rest of

A

Cor Anglais
(Soloist)

(Soloist)
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